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Week Ending 1st December 2019 
 

Jobs 
 
26/11/19 - Taco Bell received permission to open its first restaurant in Berkshire. The American 
chain’s application to open a new outlet in the Broad Street Mall has been granted by Reading 
Borough Council. It is still unclear when the restaurant will open, although they are already hiring 
staff including a ‘general manager’, a ‘shift manager’ and a ‘supervisor’. - LINK 
 
30/11/19 - The Reading shop Carter & Son (Thatcham) Ltd, which runs Carters Snow and Outdoor 
Sports Specialist Shop in Caversham Road, has revealed it is closing on Sunday, December 29 after 
199 years of trading costing a handful of local jobs. - LINK 
 
30/11/19 - An independent Japanese restaurant, Osaka, is coming to Reading. The restaurant will 
take over the empty unit left after Café Rouge moved out in June. Bosses at Osaka say it will be open 
by January 2020 and will create more than 20 jobs for people in Reading. - LINK 

 
30/11/19 - The future of holiday chalets in Newbury is up in the air after the operator, Dream Lodge 
Group, entered administration last week. Dream Lodge Group owned the 25 chalets at The 
Sanctuary, off Hambridge Lane. Given the immediate funding constraints and seasonality of the 
business, it has been necessary to make 80 out of the 121 employees redundant, with immediate 
effect. - LINK 
 

Awards 
 
30/11/19 - New look Slough Ice Arena features in celebrated the highly regarded SPACES Yearbook. 
The Yearbook celebrates the best of the year’s publicly funded projects. - LINK 
 

Regeneration 
 
26/11/19 – Plans have been submitted for the former home of Reading business Drews the 
Ironmonger in Caversham Road to be demolished and replaced with block of 44 flats. Developer S2 
Caversham has put the plans into Reading Borough Council. - LINK 
 
26/11/19 - Bracknell Forest housing plan consultation deadline approaches with big developments 
added to the Council’s updated local plan including 4,000 homes, two new primary schools, a 
healthcare facility, a community hub and more on green belt land at Jealott’s Hill. - LINK 
 
27/11/19 - Reading's House of Fraser could be converted into a spectacular new unit featuring a 
long-awaited bowling alley. The Oracle Shopping Centre has submitted plans which, if permitted, 
could see the three-storey shop divided into two restaurants on the ground, two retail units and a 
"leisure unit". The papers submitted to Reading Borough Council confirm the applicant is in 
discussions with a bowling alley operator as well as looking into an indoor mini-golf centre. - LINK 
 
28/11/19 - More than £3billion will be invested in Slough by 2030, the Labour council told a meeting 
on Tuesday. Extensive plans for the regeneration of the town over the next decade will also include 
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up to 9,000 new homes and between 3,000 and 10,000 jobs, the group announced at a full council 
meeting at Observatory House. - LINK 

 

Other 
 
25/11/19 - Berkshire-based rural businesses are invited to apply for part of a £35 million rural 
growth grant recently launched by the government. The government’s Growth Programme- open to 
small, micro, and large businesses- aims to use the new funding to create new jobs, boost tourism, 
and unlock growth in rural areas. - LINK 
 
28/11/19 - The Sustainable growth index has been released for November 2019 and seeks to define 
and measure the components that create successful places using 6 main brackets. The ranks for 
Berkshire local authorities out of 324 are as follows: Bracknell Forest – 26th; Reading – 46th; Slough – 
249th; West Berkshire – 17th; Windsor and Maidenhead – 10th; Wokingham – 5th. - LINK 
 
28/11/19 - Students at the University of Reading are supporting the ongoing UCU strike which has 
seen staff walk out all week. The walk-outs began on Monday and are scheduled to continue up to 
Wednesday, December 4. Members of the University and College Union (UCU) are striking due to 
disputes over pay, working conditions and rising pension costs. Reading University Students’ Union 
(RUSU) is supporting the strike, after the students voted 65 per cent in favour of backing the 
industrial action. - LINK 
 
28/11/19 – Bracknell Forest Council has spent £41 million on three properties in the last two years; 
office spaces in Eastleigh and Northampton and a warehouse in Redditch as part of its commercial 
property scheme. - LINK 
 
28/11/19 - People travelling between Reading and Waterloo Station will be impacted by the South 
Western Railway strike including Wokingham and Bracknell with major congestion expected - LINK 
 
29/11/19 - Reading School has made it onto the ‘Top 10 UK State Secondary Schools 2019 list’ based 
on 2019's examination results A* to B grades at GCSE and A-level. - LINK 
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