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Jobs 
 
18/11/19 - Due to open in December, The Crucible Sports and Social Club in Reading will have its 
official opening on the 4th January 2020 when professional snooker player Ronnie O'Sullivan will play 
a special exhibition against local players. The club will include a darts area, 14 pool tables, 8 snooker 
tables, 2 meeting rooms and a Costa coffee cafe. - LINK 
 
20/11/19 - Wokingham is about to open a cinema for the first time in years meaning locals will no 
longer have to travel all the way to the Showcase in Winnersh. The new venue is set to open on 
Friday 13th December and will open up a number of job opportunities. - LINK 
 
21/11/19 - There is a struggle to hire enough nurses, social workers, occupational therapists (OTs), 
bin collectors and adult social care staff in West Berkshire. Low wages, lack of career progression, 
and a government push to reduce immigration are all reasons for the difficulties in recruiting these 
roles. - LINK 
 
23/11/19 - The latest addition to the Lexicon and Bracknell's high street is ‘Phase Eight’, a fashion 
brand celebrating its’ 40th anniversary, which is set to open on the 28th November. Phase Eight is 
among four new shops coming to the town centre, as well as a gym (The Works, Silent Night, 
PureGym and Calendar Club). - LINK 
 

Brexit  
 
20/11/19 - The latest trade figures from HMRC show that 2,933 businesses registered in the 
Berkshire area exported goods to countries in the EU during 2018. Their combined sales came to 
£3.02 billion, 46% of the total value of exports from the area. Sales to non-EU countries brought in 
£3.47 billion over the course of the year. The Confederation of British Industry (CBI) says a no-deal 
Brexit could result in a 7.8% drop in the value of goods and services produced in the South East by 
2034. - LINK 
 

Awards 
 
18/11/19 - Visa Europe was praised for its work supporting charities in Reading, Berkshire, including 
the Salvation Army, SupportU, the National Rough Sleeper count and more and has thus been 
handed the Pride of Reading Award for the ‘Business in Action (over 50)’. - LINK 
 
19/11/19 - Bracknell based IT firm Ancoris (Google Cloud Services Provider), collected two awards at 
the national UK IT Industry Awards on November 18. The ceremony is the largest technology awards 
of its kind and celebrates the contribution of individuals, projects, organisations and technologies 
that have excelled in IT in the past 12 months. Ancoris was awarded Services Company of the Year 
and Specialist Vendor of the Year for its project with Rentokil Initial's digital transformation team in 
Camberley. - LINK 
 

https://www.readingchronicle.co.uk/news/18043871.readings-new-snooker-club-officially-opened-ronnie-osullivan/
https://www.getreading.co.uk/whats-on/whats-on-news/new-cinema-open-wokingham-just-17274009
https://www.readingchronicle.co.uk/news/18049464.struggle-hire-enough-nurses-social-workers-ots-binmen-carers-west-berks/
https://www.localberkshire.co.uk/news/18055458.bracknell-lexicon-welcome-new-phase-eight-shop/
https://www.bracknellnews.co.uk/news/18052209.businesses-berkshire-export-3-billion-worth-goods-eu/
https://www.getreading.co.uk/news/business/staff-visa-honoured-after-helping-17026651
https://www.localberkshire.co.uk/news/18046082.bracknell-ancoris-firm-win-two-awards-uk-industry-awards-2019/


19/11/19 - The late ‘Meet & Mingle’ founder Aksa Marshal was honoured with a Special Recognition 
prize at the Slough Voluntary Sector Awards (hosted by Slough Council) for her charity’s work 
supporting women in the town who feel lonely and isolated. - LINK 
 

Regeneration 
 
18/11/19 - Urban regeneration specialist, Muse Developments has been appointed as development 
manager for the North West Quadrant scheme as part of the £650 million Slough Urban Renewal 
(SUR) scheme aiming to deliver a transformational and comprehensive mixed-use development to 
create a place for people to live, work and do business. - LINK 
 

Other 
 
19/11/19 - In a study of the 52 largest towns and cities in the UK, Reading has been named the 
fourth 'hardest-working' place behind Birmingham, Bristol and Milton Keynes respectively. - LINK 
 
20/11/19 - Parking services in Bracknell cost £18,000 in 2018-19, according to Ministry of Housing, 
Communities and Local Government data. This was 74% less than for the previous year, when it lost 
£70,000. All the losses incurred by the council last year came from on-street parking, however, the 
trend in Bracknell Forest bucks that across England, where profits from parking services hit a record 
high of £936 million last year, an increase of £63 million from the previous year. - LINK 
 
20/11/19 - According to Ministry of Justice statistics, county court bailiffs have repossessed 20 
properties mortgaged by homeowners in the Bracknell Forest area since October 2014. - LINK 
 
22/11/19 - South Western Railway aims to keep trains moving during RMT (Rail, Maritime and 
Transport) workers 27 days of strike action in December as part of a dispute over train guards. - LINK 
 
22/11/19 - Ascot Brockenhurst roadworks a concern for local businesses in the lead up to Christmas 
with frustrated traders fearing they will lose out on festive trade due to the roadwork 'chaos'. 
Scottish and Southern Electricity Network (SSEN) have been digging up the roads between Ascot and 
Chobham as part of its £7.4 million project to provide power to a new housing development under 
Crest Nicholson. - LINK 
 
26/11/19 - Two Berkshire schools have been ranked highly in the Sunday Times' Guide for the south 
east; Reading School was named as the state secondary school of the year for the region, while St 
Mary's in Ascot was named as independent secondary school of the year. - LINK 

https://www.sloughexpress.co.uk/gallery/slough/152828/late-meet-and-mingle-founder-honoured-at-slough-voluntary-sector-awards.html
https://www.pbctoday.co.uk/news/planning-construction-news/slough-urban-renewal/67636/
https://www.readingchronicle.co.uk/news/18045649.reading-comes-fourth-hardest-working-places/
https://www.bracknellnews.co.uk/news/18049516.bracknell-forest-council-spent-thousands-pounds-car-parking-services/
https://www.bracknellnews.co.uk/news/18048115.nearly-20-bracknell-forest-homes-repossessed-last-five-years/
https://www.sloughexpress.co.uk/gallery/axate-articles/153017/south-western-railway-aims-to-keep-trains-moving-during-rmt-strikes-in-december.html
https://www.localberkshire.co.uk/news/18052456.ascot-brockenhurst-road-works-prevent-business-traders-due-heavy-traffic/
https://www.readingchronicle.co.uk/news/18060959.reading-school-st-marys-named-top-school-guide/

