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Week Ending 8th December 2019 
 

Jobs 
 
02/12/19 - Workhouse Coffee shop in Reading town centre was closed on the 28th November by 
Reading Borough Council's environmental health officers after evidence of rats and fresh droppings 
were discovered. - LINK 
 
02/12/19 - The oldest and smallest fire station in Berkshire, Wargrave Fire Station on Victoria Road, 
is set to be closed after failing to meet targets. Plans to close the station were approved by the Royal 
Berkshire Fire Authority (RBFA) in April 2017 in order to cut costs but were delayed to see if the 
station could meet staffing levels targets or if the RBFA could find savings elsewhere. - LINK 
 
03/12/19 - Heathrow Airport, already established as a key employer for people in Slough and 
Reading, is recruiting for a number of roles across the opening weeks of December. - LINK 
 
04/12/19 - Staff at the University of Reading have been threatened with a pay cut of up to 100% if 
they refuse to work 'overtime hours'. Employees walked out last week following a dispute over 
increasing pension costs and general pay and working conditions. - LINK 
 
04/12/19 - Clintons, the card retailer, has been bought out of administration in a deal that 
safeguards 2,500 jobs. The pre-agreed deal with the chain’s existing US owners comes after Clintons 
failed to win support from landlords for an insolvency procedure known as a company voluntary 
arrangement (CVA) under which it wanted to cut rents and close up to 66 stores. - LINK 
 

Commercial property market / relocations  
 
03/12/19 - Virgin Media moved its headquarters to Green Park in Reading on Monday 2nd December 
from Hook in North Hampshire. The multi-million pound office in Brook Drive will be home to 1,500 
employees and sports 1,200 desks, breakout areas, meeting rooms, a staff restaurant and a coffee 
shop. There’s also an emphasis on green technology, with 100% of the its electricity coming from 
renewable sources and access to 10 electric vehicle charging stations. - LINK 
 

Awards 
 
02/12/19 - A team of six Year 8 students from Theale Green School have won the RSA Digital Risk 
Management Prize at the Industrial Cadets Awards 2019 ceremony, held at the Institution of 
Engineering and Technology, London, on the 21st November. - LINK 
 

Regeneration 
 
04/12/19 - Developer RBH Hospitality Management have applied to the council to build a 132-bed 
hotel next to Crowne Plaza near Caversham Bridge however, officers at Reading Borough Council 
(RBC) have recommended that the council’s Planning Applications committee refuse the application, 
raising concerns over its impact on a nearby conservation area as well as concerns over design 
quality and height with more than 50 people and organisations objecting to the plans. - LINK 

https://www.getreading.co.uk/whats-on/food-drink-news/reading-coffee-shop-closed-due-17348509
https://www.readingchronicle.co.uk/news/18074431.wargrave-fire-station-set-closure/
https://www.getreading.co.uk/news/reading-berkshire-news/heathrow-airport-jobs-you-can-17350895
https://www.getreading.co.uk/news/reading-berkshire-news/university-reading-strike-staff-threatened-17360224
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2019/dec/04/card-retailer-clintons-seals-rescue-deal-that-saves-2500-jobs
https://www.getreading.co.uk/news/business/virgin-media-opens-multi-million-17350210
https://www.readingchronicle.co.uk/news/18073995.theale-green-school-win-award-industrial-cadets-awards-2019/
https://www.readingchronicle.co.uk/news/18080018.132-bed-hotel-plan-crowne-plaza-set-rejected-council/


 
05/12/19 - The former Horlicks factory has received planning permission and will now undergo a 
residential-led, mixed-use redevelopment in Slough, delivering up to 1,300 new homes. - LINK 
 

Other 
 
02/12/19 - Plans for a new Lidl near Aldermaston could be scrapped by safety concerns due to plans 
for it to be built about 600 metres south of the Atomic Weapons Establishment (AWE) site, which 
builds and maintains the UK’s nuclear warheads. Lidl must submit an emergency plan to West 
Berkshire Council and staff trained in case of a ‘major incident’ at AWE. - LINK 
 
02/12/19 – Slough Town FC raise over £2,100 for mental health charity Mind after a sponsored head 
shave at Arbour Park - LINK 
 
04/12/19 – It’s official, Reading is part of the London Underground and has been put on the iconic 
map of the Tube. Transport for London (TfL) will run all stopping services between Reading, 
Berkshire and London Paddington from 15th December, taking over the services from Great Western 
Railway. - LINK 
 
05/12/19 - Schools, hospitals and other key services in Bracknell Forest take nearly 20 minutes on 
average to reach on foot or public transport, the Department for Transport’s latest figures reveal. 
Council chiefs have called on the next government to ringfence funding for transport networks to 
tackle travel times which are getting longer nationwide. - LINK 
 

https://www.pbctoday.co.uk/news/planning-construction-news/horlicks-factory-regeneration/68825/
https://www.readingchronicle.co.uk/news/18073908.plans-new-lidl-near-aldermaston-scuppered-nuclear-safety-concerns/
https://www.sloughobserver.co.uk/sport/18074086.picture-gallery-slough-town-fc-raise-2-100-sponsored-head-shave-mind-arbour-park/
https://www.getreading.co.uk/news/reading-berkshire-news/reading-officially-london-tube-map-17360486
https://www.bracknellnews.co.uk/news/18083082.revealed-long-bracknell-forests-public-transport-takes-reach-gp-surgeries-schools-shops/

